Democracy and the U.S. Government

Concepts to which United States citizens refer proudly when they speak of our "democratic" nation, concepts such as "voting" and "majority rule," practices in which I personally refuse to take part, in fact run directly counter to the original meaning of "democracy" when it was first postulated by Ancient Greeks, thousands of years ago.  The very word comes from the Ancient Greek, meaning "rule by the people" – and that didn't not mean just some of the people, nor merely a majority of the people, but people, taken as an absolute.

What few people bother to take into account is that whenever an issue is decided by a vote rather than a consensus, you do not have people decideding an issue among themselves, but rather two factions, the larger of which is imposing its will upon the smaller.  This is not rule by the people.  This is not democracy.  This is not the great government "of the people, for the people, by the people."  It’s a government of all the people, for a small fraction of the people, by that same fraction.  One might then wonder what exactly is so superior about out form of government, and of suffrage in particular, that the patriotic among us are so inclined to rave about it.

Democracy, in Ancient Greece, meant a format similar to today's town meetings, where issues are decided by consensus.  That meant that if a proposal was not approved by everyone present, if it had even one person disputing it, it would either be amended until it passed.  Granted that the city-states of Ancient Greece were absurdly smaller than our nation taken as a whole, making government-by-consensus vastly easier.  But regardless of which practicalities made our perversion of democracy necessary, are we not, at the very least, hypocrits when we point out the ways in which the communism of the U.S.S.R. falls short or the ideals of communism?

[Yes, written in 6-12-91]

Then, too, there is this matter of interveneing in the business of other nations in the name of protecting democracy.  What we protect is not true democracy.  And since what we have is not democracy, why should we care about protecting it?  Indeed, what makes us think we would recognize it if we did stumble over it?  Truly, the whole idea of it is presumptuous of us.

Should the day ever come where true democracy is achieved—or true communism, or true, working anarchy, for that matter—I shall be the first to support and preserve it.  But until that day, our nation, and particularly the more civic-minded members thereof, will have to forgive me if I refrain from voting.  It is not because I take too little an interest in the affiars of our nation, but conversely because the interest I take is too great to be subverted by so twisted a concept.

